
 

Specialist in Maths and Computing 

Headteacher’s Message 

Dear Parents, 

In the last week we have received a very positive inspection report from the Diocese of Shrewsbury which is 

very complimentary about the school, describing it as a good school with a strong Christian identity and 

sense of community, whose vision is concerned with developing the ‘whole person’.  It also comments on 

how the school is respected in the local community.  As you know, at Cardinal Newman we always seek to 

develop each child as an individual, recognising each child’s specific needs to enable them to develop fully in 

all aspects of their personal development – social, moral, physical, spiritual cultural and of course academic.  

Therefore it was very pleasing for the inspectors to confirm that the school is succeeding in achieving its 

vision. 

We would like to wish you all a Happy and Holy Easter. 

Mr. S. Clarke – Executive Head Teacher 

Year 11 Music Evening 
The evening was a showcase of the musical talent which we are blessed with at Cardinal Newman.  Both year 

10 and 11 GCSE music students excelled on the evening with a vast array of different musical styles being 

heard.  The students made myself and the school proud and I am sure that some of them have taken the first 

steps on the road to greater musical success in the future.  When I am old and grey (if I have any hair left 

then), and stood at the bus stop with my bus pass waiting to go to the bingo, clutching a thermos flask of hot 

chocolate, it will be the nights like the GCSE music performance evening that stay fondly with me. 
Mr. Warnock - Head of Music. 

 

“You’re Hired!” 
On Thursday 23

rd
 February, Year 11 pupils were put through their paces as they faced mock interviews.  The 

students were dressed to impress and had their C.V.’s at the ready as interviewers gave them a grilling.  The 

whole process was a roaring success and many students thoroughly relished the chance to gain an insight 

into the interview process and to really sell themselves.  The students did themselves and the school proud.  

They were well behaved, very enthusiastic, had impeccable manners and had clearly prepared for their 15 

minutes of fame – well done!  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parent volunteers who gave 

up their time to support this event, it was much appreciated – Thank you. 
Miss. S. Beethom – English Department. 

 

Kate Simmons Dance Demonstration 
Year 9 and 10 BTEC Dance pupils were treated to an excellent performance by Kate Simmons Allegro dance 

group.  The pupils thoroughly enjoyed a professional and exciting display of ballet, contempory jazz and 

musical theatre pieces.  The BTEC students were then involved in workshops where they learnt three 

sections of dances they had seen. 
Mrs. J. Harland – Dance Teacher 

 

 



 

Year 8 Maths Team Challenge 

Four Gifted and Talented Year 8 pupils took part in the Regional Final of the UK Mathematics Trust Team 

Challenge at the University of Manchester.  They competed against teams from other schools from the North 

West in a series of four rounds including a puzzling cross-number challenge, a team relay and the final round 

which is everyone’s favourite – a relay race working in pairs to answer as many questions as possible in the 

time allowed. 

Maths & ICT Year 5 Tasters 
Year 5 pupils from St. Peter’s, St. Augustine’s and St. Bridget’s have taken part in our Year 5 taster sessions.  

Pupils worked on an ICT programme where they had to design their own theme park and work out how much 

it costs to run it.  The tasters give Year 5 pupils a chance to take part in an activity similar to what pupils at 

Cardinal Newman do in Year 7 and 8 and also give pupils a chance to visit the school. 

UKMT Intermediate Challenge 
In the last newsletter, 50 pupils from Year 9, 10 and 11 took part in the annual challenge.  Here are the names 

of those pupils who gained a certificate: 

 

Year 11  Michael Carter  Best in School & Gold Award 

  Michael Ross  Gold Award 

  Sophie Rutter  Bronze Award 

  Rachel Flinn  Bronze Award 

  Stephen Perry  Bronze Award 

  Kirsty Taylor  Bronze Award 

 

Year 10  Emily Nevinson Gold Award 

  Reece Smith  Bronze Award 

  Michael Moran  Bronze Award 

  Declan Lake  Bronze Award 

 

Year 9  Tom Bogle  Silver Award 

  Jack Marsh  Silver Award 

  Bethan Morris  Bronze Award 

  James Ross  Bronze Award 

  Sophie Sankey  Bronze Award 

  Alicia McDermott Bronze Award 

Pink Kangaroo 
Michael Carter and Michael Ross both achieved scores which were eligible to be entered for one of the next 

rounds.  They took part in a one hour extension paper designed for pupils who achieve high scores within the 

country.  Well done!!! 

Year 10 PSHE Day 

Year 10 took part in a PSHE day designed around building a rollercoaster and the health and safety 

implications associated with it.  Pupils were put into teams and had minimal resources to build the tallest, 

longest and best looking rollercoaster.  There were some very impressive structures on the day and all pupils 

who took part should be proud in their achievements. 
Mrs. L. Shaw – Head of Maths 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day 



On Thursday 1
st

 March 2012, reading captured the hearts and minds of both students and staff at Cardinal 

Newman Catholic High School as we invited members of the school to dress up as their favourite book 

characters.  The school was awash with some of literature’s all-time favourites from Harry Potters’ Hagrid to 

Shakespeare’s Puck; the costumes were both exciting and extravagant.  As we all searched for ‘Where’s 

Wally’ and hunted for ‘Harry Potter’ the school was ‘buzzing’ with books. 

 

As well as inviting students to dress as their favourite book character a range of reading related activities 

also took place throughout the day.  A ‘Literature Hunt’ was the focus of English lessons as pupils embraced 

the move around school to find key facts and information.  The whole school also engaged in ‘Ring a Bell, 

Read a Book’ activity where the whole school stopped at two separate intervals during the day to immerse 

themselves in some private reading.  The whole day was a great success with students and teachers alike 

indulging in the wonderful world of reading. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author Visit 
Students were in for a treat on Tuesday 13

th
 March when local author and illustrator Curtis Jobling visited the 

school to provide a full day of talks and workshops to our Key Stage Three pupils.  Jobling who is famous for 

his work on shows such as ‘Bob The Builder’, ‘Ra Ra The Lion’ and ‘Mars Attacks’ provided students with an 

insight into the creative process of animation and writing. 

 

As well as delving into past achievements Jobling also shared some of his new material “Were World” when 

students were treated to a reading from the first book as well as an exclusive book signing with the author.  

The day continued with an array of writing activities designed to engage students in their writing.  The day 

was a success from start to finish and left us all ‘howling’ for more. 
Mrs. J. Curry – English Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Residential Netball Trip 
 A residential netball trip was organized for 14 Year 8 girls who had a passion for the exciting sport of Netball.  

The venue for this weekend was a large country mansion set in the beautiful countryside of Shropshire.  



Condover Hall a stately home had been turned into a fantastic outdoor/indoor adventure centre.  The focus of 

the weekend was to play in a national tournament with teams from all over the country.  The superbly 

organized weekend allowed the Year 8 girls when not playing netball to participate in a whole range of 

challenging new and exciting activities, for example tunneling, body zorbing and archery to name just a few.  

Evening entertainment was just as exciting with camp fires, discos and laser quest to choose from.  All the 

girls from the moment they got up were engaged in either playing netball or pursuing new challenges.  Safe to 

say that at bedtime they slept like angels.  The weekend was such a success that dates have already been 

confirmed for 2013. 
Mrs. J. Harland – P.E. Department                                                

 

Year 8 Manchester University Science Trip 
Thirty two Year 8 pupils paid a visit to Manchester University during National Science and Engineering week.  

The day started with a session in the Science and Technology fair which included a number of hands-on 

examples of how technology, science and maths are being developed.  Some pupils even made graphene, a 

material that is being investigated at the University due to it’s amazing properties.  It was a very enjoyable 

hour and it was hard to pull some of the pupils away so we could have a break.  The rest of the day involved 

group workshops on the topics ‘Co-operate or Die’ and ‘Cracking the code’, before a lecture by one of the 

professors about metals and how, although we use them every day, they have some properties that you 

would not expect.  All in all, it was a very interesting and enjoyable trip for those involved and a good taster 

session of what the teaching is like at a University. 
 

Year 10 Daresbury Laboratory Trip 
Fifty Year 10 pupils went off to Daresbury Laboratories to see a lecture by Dr. Lewis Dartwell about 

Astrobiology and the hunt for alien life.  The main focus was about where we might find life elsewhere in the 

universe, starting with places on Earth that we surprisingly find life, then moving on to talk about some of the 

places in  our Solar System that are similar to places on Earth.  The pupils were then told about exoplanets – 

planets around other stars other than the sun of which over 700 have so far been found.  These might be 

places where we might find E.T.!  The pupils found it very useful for their Science course and are now on the 

lookout for aliens… ‘out there’. 
Mr. A. Taylor – Science Department 

 

Easter Message 
                                                “The Lord came to earth 

                                                 with a life to give, 

                                                 so each one of us 

                                                 may continue to live.” 

 

Easter has nothing to do with chocolate eggs, bunnies and treasure hunts, although these things have 

become symbolic for the deeper meaning behind this major Christian celebration.  The true message of 

Easter, as we reflect on the death and resurrection of Christ, is one of hope and love.  The love of God is 

revealed through the gift of His only Son and this fills us with hope as we realize that no matter how many 

times we ‘die’ through sin, we are raised anew through our relationship with Christ.  So in the busy days of 

Easter, as we get together with family and friends, let us take some quiet time to reflect that the spirit of 

Easter is all about hope, love and joyful living. 
Mrs. E. Rooke – School Chaplain.  


